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ponicus wife, by whom she had Callias, sumarned the rich: and had afterwards by Pericles, Xantippus and Paralus. But not liking her company, he gaue her with her owne goodwill and consent vnto another, and maried Aspasia whom he dearely loued. For euer when he went abroad, and came home againe, he saluted her with a kisse. Whereupon in the auncient Comedies, she is called in many places, the new Omphale, and sometimes Deianira, and sometimes luno. But Cratinus plainly calleth her whore in these verses:
His luno she him brought, Aspasia by name,
which was indeed an of en whore, and past all kind of shame.
And it seemeth that he had a bastard : for Eupolis in a comedie of his called Demosij, bringeth him in, asking Pironides thus:
I pray thee is my bastard sonne yet alined And then Pironides answered him :
A perfect man long since, he surely had bene found, if that this lewd and naughty whore, his vertue had not drownd.
To conclude, this Aspasia was so famous, that Cyrus (he that fought against king Artaxerxes his brother, for the empire of Persia) called Aspasia his best beloued of all his concubines, which before was called Milito, and was borne in Phocides, being Hermotimus daughter. And Cyrus being slaine in the field, Aspasia was caried to the King 'his brother, with whom afterwards she was in great fauor. As I was writing this life, this story came to my mind: and me thought I should have dealt hardly, if I should haue left it vnwritten- But to our matter againe, Pericles was charged that he